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RICHARD STRAUSS

Regis RRC1371 (73.37)

Don Quixote, op 35

Paul Tortelier (cello), Berlin PO, Rudolf Kempe
Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche, Op 28
Berlin PO, Rudolf Kempe

Don Juan, Op 20

Berlin PO, Fritz Lehmann

Richard Strauss

Don Quixote
Till Eulenspiegel

Berlin Philharmaonic Orchestra
Rudalf Kempe

Paul Tortelier

Rudolf Kempewasabrilliant German conductor.
Who will ever forget his Proms performance of
Dvorak's New World Symphony and Richard
Strauss's Ein Helenleben. Both performances
were electrifying and caught fire. Dvorak has
never been played better. The Richard Strauss
was unbelievableand | fell inlovewithit because
of this performance.

Members of his British orchestra, the RPO, have told me that 'Kempe never gave a bad or adequate
performance. He cared for every detail, the correct balance of sound and he treated the orchestra well
and with genuine respect.’

Other members have said, 'He had a unique personality. He was shy and unassuming. He was not a
tyrant like Solti, or uselesslike Barbirolli who never put any dramain the music and feared aggression
in music. It al had to be gentle and ultra refined. Kempe was fastidious and particular but very kind
and generous withit. '

Hewasborn in Dresden on 14 June 1910 and was originally an oboist and acompetent pianist. During
the war, he entertained the troops and from 1949-1952 conducted the Dresden Opera Company. From
1951, he conducted the Vienna Opera and succeeded Solti at the Bavarian State Opera from 1952 to
1954 and immediately raised the quality of this Company. His debut at Bayreuth was in 1960 with a
Ring Cycle with such singers as Astrid Varnay and Brigit Nilsson. That same year, Beecham invited
him to be the Associate Conductor with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and Kempe immediately
abolished the male-only rule of Beecham who would not let women in his orchestra. From 1960 to
1972, Kempe was the conductor of the Tonhalle Orchestra in Zurich and, from 1967, conducted the
Munich PO. He was appointed conductor of the BBC SO but died before taking up the post. He was
to conduct Beethoven's Missa Solemnis on the opening night of the 1976 BBC Proms season. I nstead,
it was performed in his memory. He died on 12 May 1976 in Zurich just before his 66th birthday.

Don Quixote is given a rousing and sensitive performance with every part of the orchestra crysta
clear from the side drum and the xylophone to the woodwind, brass and strings. The humour is caught
perfectly and the whole performance is magical. Of course, Tortelier brings a ravishing tone to the
solo cello part and watch out for the tubal The performance is alive, vital and the sound quality is so
good that you think you aretherein the hall. Consider the unstoppabl e dramafrom 20 minutes onwards
and the chuckling woodwind. The brass snarl magnificently. Get caught up in the 'tornado ' at 27
minutes.

While thisis a set of variations, | am not interested in identifying what part of the music refers to
which episode asit detersfrom the enjoyment of the piece. Doesit really matter when Quixote mistakes
windmillsfor giants and when the priests appear carrying a statute of the Virgin Mary and what is the
outburst around 34 minutes. Isit vital to know?Thecellointhefinal six minutesor soisvery beautiful.



In Richard Strauss's Domestic Symphony there is apparently a passage representing he and his wife
being intimate. People have taken more interest in where this passage is, rather than enjoying the
music.

Members of the BPO have told me that they played better under Kempe than Kargjan who was their
chief conductor from 1954- 1989. ' Kargjan was self-promoting and narcissistic; Kempe was a natural
person and never rude or impertinent to the orchestra as was Kargjan.'

Till Eulenspiegel isalso given asuper performance. The opening and recurring horn themeisfamous.
Again, without identifying where each merry prank occurs, the work is completely humorous and
mischievous. Again, Kempe brings out every detail including some you may not have heard beforein
what is a fine performance in which the conductor captures all the varying aspects of this rogue.

Don Juan is a glorious symphonic poem and contains some of the finest orchestration you will ever
hear.

Fritz Lehmann was born in Mannheim on 17 May 1904 and, as a conductor, had awide range from the
Baroque to the modern. He was an advocate of period instruments. He founded the Berlin Motet
Choir. He died young at the age of 51 in the interval of a performance of Bach's St Matthew Passion
on Good Friday, 30 May 1956 in Munich. Another conductor took over and news of Lehmann's death
was not notified until the performance was compl eted.

His performance of Don Juan isgood and included on thisbargain-priced CD isall the more welcome.
Although there is one strange moment when a bar seems to be repeated, but this would be an editing
fault.

However, there is only one recording of this sumptuous score and that is by Fritz Reiner and the
Chicago SO originally released as a LP by RCA Victor. | have worn my recording out!

Buy this CD!

© COPYRIGHT David C F Wright, DMus 2011. This article or any part of it, however small, must
not be copied, quoted, reproduced, downloaded or atered in any way whatsoever nor stored in any
retrieval system. Failureto comply isin breach of International Copyright Law and will render any
offender liable to action at law.

If anyone in the UK particularly has difficulty obtaining any CDs will they please contact Record
Corner, Godalming, Surrey, telephone 01483 422006 and ask for Tom Briggs or his staff.


http://www.therecordcorner.co.uk/
http://www.therecordcorner.co.uk/


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /AmericanUncD
    /AmericanUnciale
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /ArialGalore
    /ArialGaloreBold
    /ArialGaloreBoldItalic
    /ArialGaloreItalic
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /CircleD
    /Humanist777BT-BlackB
    /Humanist777BT-BlackItalicB
    /Humanist777BT-BoldB
    /Humanist777BT-BoldItalicB
    /Humanist777BT-ItalicB
    /Humanist777BT-LightB
    /Humanist777BT-LightItalicB
    /Humanist777BT-RomanB
    /Staccato222BT-Regular
    /Tekton-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee575284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d6253537030028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f0030028fd94e9b8bbe7f6e89816c425d4c51655b574f533002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c9069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d521753703002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f300290194e9b8a2d5b9a89816c425d4c51655b57578b3002>
    /ENG ()
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


